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I KNOW, 
My heart is darkened with the weight of woe, 
The path is thorny where my feet must go ; 
My heart from out the darkness maketh moan, 
And yet I know, I am not left alone, 
I cannot feel, I cannot understand, 
I only know the Savior holds my hand. 
The darkness settles like a pall about, 
In hitter pain my human heart cries out ; 
Yet with blind trust my prayer is only still 
"Be it with me according to Thy will." 
His dealings oft 1 have not understood, 
I only know that God is very good. 
The darkness seems the blackness of despair, 
Yet still my heart sends up her steadfast 
prayer ; 
The light still shinesabove the clouds 
That all my soul in darkness shrouds. 
He seems afar, passing my prayer and tear, 
And yet I know that.Christ is very near. 
Quiet I stand now in the dark and pain : 
I know no prayer has ever been in vain ; 
1 know my Lord will take the cloud away, 
And He will send the blessed light some day, 
I cannot feel, but knowing has sufficed, 
For Thou art very pitiful, O Christ ! 
—H. II . D. in the Pariah Visitor. 
For the Evangel ical Visitor. 
WHAT LAOE I YET? MATT. XIX. 20. 
Here we liave a queseion in four 
short words, but it is a question of 
momentous import . I t brings be-
fore our minds a nice moral young 
m a n : a young man of absolutely 
faultless character in so far as mor-
al integrity goes. From his youth 
up he had kept the commandments. 
He was a rich young man and in 
his business t ransact ions had al-
ways dealt fairly with every one. 
What be had in money and in land 
was all honestly his own. No one 
could truthfully say t h a t he was 
ever defrauded by him. He adhered 
strictly to his bargains, always 
promptly meeting his appointments 
and giving full weight and good 
measure; and, yet, with all this, it 
is reasonable to believe t h a t he was 
year after year increasing in riches. 
If good health, worldly honor and 
landed professions can make a man 
truly happy, this young man was in 
a position to realize such a s ta te of 
enjoyment. Alid it is highly proba-
ble t h a t he did thus enjoy himself as 
well as any human being can, under 
similar circumstances. 
However, with all this, he was a 
thoughtful young man. Judging 
from his actions he must have had 
seasons of serious reflections con-
cerning death and eternity. A "still 
small voice" was whispered into his 
heart something like th i s : "Young 
man thou lackest a certain treasure 
in thy inmost soul. I t is necessary 
for thee to have something as a 
passport a t the gate of heaven, or 
thou wilt finally fail of entering t h a t 
blissful abode." 
With many such thoughts on his 
mind, he hears of Jesus: and from 
various reports, as well as from per-
sonal observations, he is persuaded 
t h a t Jesus is the Messiah, and the 
proper person t o consult in regard 
to eternal life. He comes to Jesus 
running which proves t h a t he was 
sound in limb as well as in good 
health. His running also suggests 
the thought t h a t he had other busi-
ness t h a t required his a t tent ion, and 
not much time to spend in this his 
first interview with the Savior. He 
kneelsdown and addresses him thus : 
"Good Master, what shall I do to in-
herit eternal life?" 
Quite likely the young man had 
previously conjectured as to what 
Jesus would require of him, and as 
he had always been strictly honest 
and truthful, he had no disagreeable 
confessions t o make, and no money 
or goods to restore; and yet he 
knows there is something lacking— 
and what is i t ? 
Jesus very well knew t h a t His 
character was without blemish; but 
He says to him, "Keep the com-
mandments ." The young man 
wanted to know which command-
ments. On being told, he says, 
"All these have I kept from my 
youth up. What lack I yet .,J" 
But now comes the t ug of war. 
Now comes the great test of faith. 
In other words: Now comes the 
chastening and scourging spoken of 
in Heb. xii, 6. Yea, the Lord will 
chasten and scourge every son t h a t 
He receives; and if any one can or 
does enter the fold withoutyhasten-
ing or scourging of some kind, let 
him be assured t h a t he is no son nor 
no daughter. 
Likely the young man supposed 
t h a t on coming to Jesus with such 
a reputation for honesty in all 
things, the Savior would instruct 
him something like th i s : "Why 
really, thou a r t already a. model 
young man, and has t no th iug tore -
pent of, therefore all thou has t t o 
do, is t o come and be baptized and 
join our company. Go with us to 
Jerusalem sometimes, help bear our 
expenses as thou feelestable, and do 
such other work from time to time 
as may be assigned t o thee." 
Had Jesus promised him eternal 
life on such conditions as these, no 
doubt he would have gladly accept-
ed it. But the conditions were far 
different. The young man 's heart 
was in his worldly possessions, and 
it would have been inconsistent for 
Jesus to accept him as a disciple on 
any other terms than those laid 
down to him. "Go sell whatever 
thou has t and give to the poor, and 
thou shalt have a treasure in heaven, 
and come and follow me." The 
promise of a treasure in heaven was 
not sufficient in this man 's mind, 
to overbalance the treasure he had 
• 
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on earth, hence he rejected the 
heavenly and clung' t o his earthly 
idol. Looking a t the mat te r from 
a human standpoint , this test of 
the man's faith was indeed a severe 
one; but had he obeyed as did 
Abraham in offering up his son 
Isaac, the consequences would have 
been equally satisfactory intheend. 
The conclusion arrived at , in look-
ing a t this youngruler 's case is this: 
The Lord does not, and will not ac-
cept of a divided heart, and to 
prove a man 's sincerity, and to test 
his faith, He makes the demand—as 
He has a, perfect right t o do—that 
the dearest idol of the heart must 
be a cast out, no mat ter what it con-
sists of—whether it be wealth, world-
ly honor, pride, extravagance—a. de-
praved appetite, or in short any-
thing t h a t is designed to give the 
Lord only the second place in our 
affections, which is the same thing 
as giving Him no place a t all. 
C. STONEE. 
Polo, 111. 
For tlie Evangelical Visitor. 
WISDOM'S WAT. 
"And a highway shall be there, and a way, 
and it shall be called, the way of holiness ; the 
unclean shall not pass over it ; but it shall be 
for those: the way-faring men, though fools, 
shall not err therein. No lion shall be there, 
nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon, it 
shall not be found there ; but the redeemed 
shall walk there." Isa. xxxv, 8, 9. 
Wisdom's way can be compared 
to going up a mounta in ; for as a 
mountain is composed of different 
hills, one hill rising above the other, 
until the uppermost hill penetrates 
the clouds, so is wisdom. If we wish 
to ascend a mountain, we shall have 
to begin to ascend the first elevation, 
then the second, then the third, and 
so on until we reach the top of the 
highest peak. As with the m ountain, 
so with wisdom. There are heights 
in Wisdom, which it is our privilege 
to a t ta in . But in order t o reach 
the'summit'of Wisd om, we shall have 
to begin t o ascend from its ba.se. 
The way which leads t o the summit 
of Wisdom is definitely and minutely 
described in the Bible. I t i s s o plain 
t h a t even ' ' the wav-fariu"- men, 
though fools, shall no t errtherein." 
Psa, xxxv, 8. The first step t ha t 
we are by the Scriptures requested 
to take is, " to enter in a t the s t ra i t 
ga te . " Matt , vii, 13 . For in order 
to get on the high way of wisdom 
we must "repent and believe the gos-
pel." Mark i, 15. After we are on 
the way, then we are t o be "buried 
with him by bapt ism," and then rise 
to "walk in newness of life," Horn, 
vi, 4, and go on by obeying the com-
mandments of God one after anoth-
er until the least of them is not left 
disregarded. By so doing, we reach, 
as it were, step by step the summit 
of Wisdom's height; whichdoes not 
only penetrate the clouds, but whose 
shining pinnacle terminates in heav-
en itself. 
The gate of Wisdom's is opened by 
day and by night. Rev. xxi, 25. 
Wisdom has sent forth her servants 
to cry aloud unto the sons and 
daughters of men, t o invite them to 
come in a t the s t ra i t gate . Matt , 
xxii, 3. And all t h a t are induced to 
enter, are admitted without distinc-
tion and without charge, for, "in 
every nation, he t h a t feareth Him 
and worketh righteousness, is ac-
cepted with Him." Acts x, 35. As 
they enter, they are stripped from 
all their robes, which are nothing 
but filthy rags in comparison t o 
them which the}' now receive. Bring 
forth the best robe, and put it on 
him; and put a ring on his hand, 
and shoes on his feet." Luke xv, 
22. They are now also invited t o 
sit down to thefeast, which wisdom 
has so bountifully prepared for all 
her guests. "And bring hither the 
fatted calf, and ki l l i t ;a ,ndletuseat , 
and be merry. ' ' Luke xv, 23. Wis-
dom also "ha th builded her house," 
"she ha th killed her beasts ," "she 
ha th also furnished her table ." 
Pro . ix, 1, 2. She ha th prepared 
wine and milk in abundance, yea, 
she has prepared enough and to 
spare for all who will enter her pear-
ly gates. 
Wisdom has also made bountiful 
provisions for the future, for the 
sustenance and comfort of all her 
guests. She has also provided each 
one with a suit of armor, wherewith 
he is abundant ly able t o defend him-
self against every foe who may ven-
ture to assail him. Eph. vi, 14 .15 , 
1(>, 17. 
Wisdom's narrow way now leads 
the way-faring men into a valley. 
See Matt., xxiii, 12, also James iv, 
6. The atmosphere of this valley is 
exceedingly healthy and exhilerat-
ing. A river whose waters are clear 
and t ransparent , flows gently 
through this valley, will immediate-
ly be refreshed, for its waters are 
wholesome and refreshing. Ps. 
xxiii, 1, 2. On the sides of the river 
grow trees laden with fruit. If any 
of the way-faring men are faint and 
hungry and par take of the fruit of 
the trees, they will immediately be 
revived, for the fruit of the trees, is 
like the waters of the river, exceed-
ingly nourishing and invigorating. 
Isa. xl ,29. "Heg ive thpower to the 
faint; and t o them t h a t have no 
night he increaseth s t rength ." Rev. 
xxii, 2. Thus these way-faring men, 
when leaving this valley, are physi-
cally (spiritually) prepared t o un-
dergo a vast amount of hardship. 
But, their strength, which they have 
received, will shortly be taxed t o 
the ut termost . 
These men have now left the val-
ley, and their cheerful countenances 
is abundant evidence of the health-
fulness of the valley. They are 
hastening on, for there is no time to 
lose. 2 Peter i, 10. The way is 
rising higher and higher up the 
mountain. The length and difficul-
ty of the journey, with the sun beam-
ing upon them from a cloudless sky, 
is already telling on their strength, 
for we see them slacking their pace. 
Matt , 20, 12. See also 1 Peter iv, 
12. Faint and weary from their 
journey, they are about t o lie down 
to rest. But hark! what is yonder 
sound ? I t is the roar ing and howl-
ing beasts of prey, which infest these 
mountains. 1 Peter v, 8. On they 
come, but wisdom has prepared in-
visi ble preca ution s t o prevent beasts 
of prey from entering on her way. 
Isa, xxxv, 8, 9. Thus these men, 
though faint and weary, go on, for 
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they are afraid to lie down to rest. 
Gal. vi, 9. 
The \va,y still rises higher. As it 
ascends it becomes more difficult to 
travel, for it is now thickly strewn 
by the enemy with sharp and point-
ed stones. Although these men have 
taken great heed t o their steps, yet 
after all, their feet are by this time 
sore and bleeding. Heb. xii, 13, 
Faint , weary and foot sore they 
struggle on, till their s trength is al-
most exhausted. But all of a sud-
den the way of Wisdom leads them 
into a cool and shaded place. Here 
a, spring of pure and fresh water is 
flowing from a rocky cliff. 1 Cor. 
x, 4. A number of palm treesladeu 
with fruit, and several balsam trees 
with the balm dropping to the 
ground luxuriously in this beauti-
ful place. Ex. xv, 27. Also Jer . viii, 
22. Birds of every discription are 
flitting to and fro amongst the 
boughs of the trees, which are waft-
ed by cool and balmy breezes. As 
the birds are perched upon the trees, 
they send forth their melodious 
song, which makes it indeed delight-
ful t o the ear. " F o r the Lord shall 
comfort all her waste places; and he 
will make her wilderness like Eden, 
and her desert like the garden of 
the Lord ; joy and gladness shall be 
found therein, thanksgiving, and the 
voice of melody." lsa. li, 3. 
The men are by this time thorough-
ly refreshed and regaled, by the cool 
refreshing and balmy breeze, b}T 
drinking from the spring, by eating 
of the fruit of the palm and by ap-
plying the balm on their sore and 
lacerated feet. Here they would 
willingly have made their abode, but 
Wisdom ha,s ordained it otherwise. 
"If thou wilt, let us make here three 
tabeiHiacles; one for thee, and one 
for Moses, and one for Elias." 
Matt , xvii, 4. So we see them again 
on their way, which leads them still 
up the mountain. We see them en-
tering a woods, which becomes more 
dense as they advance, thus hiding 
the sun from their view. Clouds 
which were flitting in the air, are 
now settling on the mountain side, 
and making it quite dark. 2 Pet. ii, 
17. I t would have been difficultfor 
the men to have proceeded, had not 
AVisdom provided them with al ight . 
"Unto the upright there arisethlight 
in the darkness." Fsa. cxii,4. Thus 
they go on, guided by t h a t light. 
The woods still become more dense 
with here and there a huge boulder, 
which obstructs the way. At times 
the wa,y leads along the ledge of a 
precipice, which makes it exceeding-
ly dangerous. If the men should not 
take heed to their steps, no doubt 
they would fall over the precipice 
and lose their lives. "Thou has t en-
larged my steps under me, t h a t my 
feet did not slip." Psa. xviii, 36. 
The men are by this time again be-
ginning to get weary and somewhat 
discouraged. Gal. vi, 9. But the 
men, though faint, shield them-
selves against the "fiery d a r t s " of 
the enemy, and with their swords 
deal him such blows, so t h a t they 
leave him for dead ; for AVisdom had 
instructed them to use their swords 
and shields dexterously. Therefore 
they are abundant ly able to defend 
themselves against all daring and 
cunning foes. Eph. vi 11 . Also 
Heb. xi, 33, 34. 
So these men go on for time is 
precious. "Redeeming the time, be-
cause the clays are evil." Eph. v, 
16. They are at tacked by the enemy 
time and again, but every time the 
enemy is repulsed with heavy loss. 
"Resist the devil, and he will flee 
from you." -lames iv, 8. But as 
they are now again on their journey, 
they emerge from this disnial and 
dangerous place, into the most de-
lightful place they had ever seen. 
Here the sun shines in. its glory. 
Groves of trees of every kind are here 
heavily laden with fruit. Here also 
grow flowers, spices, herbs and per-
fumes of every sort . "And their 
soul shall be as a watered garden." 
Jer. xxxi, 12. Also Eph. i, 3 . 
"Blessed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who ha th 
blessed us with all spiritual blessings 
in heavenly places in Christ." The 
cool and refreshing breezes, scented 
by the sweet Odor of the flowers and 
spices, blow gently over this place, 
Song iv, 13, 14, 15, 16. No enemy 
or beast of prey ha.s ever entered 
here, for it is carefully guarded by 
Wisdom's faithful servant. "Great 
peace have they which love thy law: 
and nothing shall offend them." 
1'sa. cxix, 165. Here also is a 
fountain whose cool and refreshing 
waters flow in every direction, water-
ing every tree, herb, shrub and 
flower. Psa. xiv, 27. The way 
which leads through this place pas-
ses over an elevation; from it can 
be seen a t so great a distance, the 
city of AA îsdom, decorated and 
adorned a sab r ide is wont to adorn 
herself when she is about to meet 
the bridegroom. Rev. 2 1 , 10. Also 
lsa. lxii, 5. These men as they see 
the city stretched out before them 
on a hill, are made to exclaim with 
wonder and amazement, "oh, what 
a. rap turous s ight!" For here is the 
city in full view in all its glory, 
which the writer will not undertake 
t o describe, for it baffles all descrip-
tion. Psa. exxii, 3. "Jerusalem is 
builded as a city t h a t is compact to-
gether." 
The men, after they have seen the 
city, are greatly encouraged to go 
on, and are of the opinion that- be-
fore long they will be a t its gates. 
But they are somewhat disappoint-
ed when they have traveled a con-
siderable distance; for al though the 
city can be seen, yet it now seems to 
be away as far as ever. This is ac-
counted for by the clearness of the 
atmosphere of t h a t region between 
the city and the elevation. Bu t the 
men are by no means discouraged, 
for we see and hear them encourag-
ing one another with their cheerful 
countenance and with their cheer-
ing words. Thus they go on cheer-
fully. If any stumble or fall, others 
lend them a helping hand. We see 
them also helping one another to 
bear the burdens and hardships of 
the way, for all t h a t walk on Wis-
dom's way cannot do otherwise. 
Gal. vi, 2. As the men go on they 
keep close together, for AVisdom has 
t a u g h t them t h a t union is s trength. 
"Endeavoring to keep the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond peace." Eph. 
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iv, 3. Although the way of Wisdom 
is beset with many dangers, yet Wis-
dom has always provided abund-
an t means wherewith to overcome 
every difficulty. "And who is he 
t h a t will harm you, if ye be follow-
ers of t h a t which is good." 1 Pet. 
iii, 3. 
The men are by this time nearly 
up to the city, yet they are again 
at tacked by the enemy, for sa tan 
knows t h a t this is his only remain-
ing opportunity. Therefore lie 
comes on, more daring and fierce 
than before; but he is repulsed with 
a heavier loss than ever, for the men 
are by this time accustomed to hard-
ships and able t o use their weapons 
with great force and precision, so 
t h a t even the most daring and in-
furiated foe is not able to s tand in 
combat before these veterans. "Yea, 
though I walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil: for thou a r t with me; thy rod 
and thy staff they comfort me." 
Psa. xxiii, 4. 
While these men are thus engaged 
with the enemy, they draw near the 
city without being aware of it. As 
they look they find themselves a t 
its very gates, which are open to re-
ceive them. "And the gates • of it 
shall not be shut a t all by day ; for 
there shall be no night there ." Rev. 
xxi, 25. These men on account of 
the tediousness of the way, hail the 
end of their journey, as the man, 
who has toiled hard all day under a 
burning sun, hails the hour when his 
daily task is over. These veterans 
are welcomed by the King and the 
inhabi tants of the city of Wisdom, 
as a. general after a successful cam-
paign, is welcomed home by his roy-
al master. Multitudes of people 
th rong the way as he approaches 
the capital. Every available height 
is occupied by the people who shout 
welcome as he advances. Wreaths 
and bouquets of flowers are strewn 
without number on the soldiers and 
in the way. As they enter through 
the gates into the city, they are 
greeted with words of welcome by 
the king; while the inhabi tants 
s tand upon the walls of the city, up-
on the roofs and balconies of the 
houses and upon every available 
elevation shout, "welcome, welcome, 
welcome!" Thus are these veterans 
and all way-faring men, t h a t are 
faithful unto death, admitted into 
the city of Wisdom, amidst the wel-
coming songs and shouts of myriads 
of holy angels. "Well done, thou 
good and faithful servant ; thou has t 
been faithful over a few things. I 
will make thee ruler over many 
things: enter thou into the joy of 




Is It a Command, and Who are Eligible, 
I t is generally conceded t h a t Je-
sus washed his disciples'feet, but the 
ordinance seems to some,'so insigni-
ficant t h a t many professors can pass 
by without observing it. Others 
would have us believe t h a t it is no 
command. I t is agreed t h a t while 
Jesus said, "If I then your Lord and 
Master have washed your feet ye al-
so ought t o wash one another 's 
feet." Whereas if Jesus had said ye 
shall wash one another 's feet, it 
would be positive: but in the Ger-
man translat ion we find the same 
word used here t h a t was used in giv-
ing the ten commandments, viz; 
Solt, "du solt nicht toden, du solt 
nicht ehebrechen" "do solt ihrauch 
eich unter einancler die fusze wasch-
en." But some will say if it is a 
command why did none of the other 
evangelists mention something of 
i t? But we think, we have it plain 
enough in John ' s gospel. We need 
no more evidence. But says one, 
we And nowhere t h a t the apostles 
observed or practiced it. But Paul 
commands Timothy saying, "Let 
not a widow be taken into thenuni-
ber three-score years old."' etc. 
"AYell reported of, for good works; 
if she have brought up children, if 
she have lodged strangers, if she 
have washed the saints ' feet." 1 
Tim. v, 9, 10,—showing t h a t the 
saints or primitive Christians did 
wash feet in the apostles time. And 
this feet washing was not an old 
Jewish custom else Peter would have 
understood; for Jesus said to Peter, 
"Wha t I do ' thouknowes tnotnow," 
because this washing was a sacred 
evangelical rite, instituted prepara-
tory to introducing the new, or gos-
pel dispensation, which is the anti-
type of t h a t which the Lord com-
manded Moses. Under the law the 
priests were commanded to wash 
their hands and their feet, (and 
sometimes their body) before ap-
proaching the a l ta r of the Lord. 
"And the Lord spake unto Moses, 
saying, "Thou shalt also make a 
laver of brass and his foot also of 
brass to wash withal, and thou shalt 
put it between the tabernacle of the 
congregation and the a l ta r and thou 
shalt put water therein for Aaron 
and his sons shall wash their hands 
and their feet thereat when they go 
into the tabernacle of the congrega-
t ion; they shall wash with .water 
t h a t they die not, or when they come 
near to the a l ta r t o minister t o 
burnt offerings made by fire unto the 
Lord; so they shall wash their hands 
and their feet, t h a t they die no t ; 
and it shall be a s t a tu te for ever to 
them, even to him and his seed 
throughout their generation." Ex. 
xxx, 17-21. (Bead also Ex. xl.) 
Washing is a symbol of cleansing, 
purifying. Now let no one stumble 
a t this, thinking we would bring 
feet washing under the law, but we 
show by the law, t h a t washing is of 
much significance and Jesus wants 
His clisciplesto understand t h a t He 
is now about introducing the new, 
or gospel dispensation, and if it was 
so necessary under the law to wash 
hands and feet, how much moreis i t 
necessary under the gospel t o wash 
feet before par tak ing of the Holy 
Sacrement, even the emblem of the 
broken body and shedblood of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ? And, 
as under the law it was commanded 
under the penalty of death to wash, 
so under the gospel the penalty is, 
t h a t "if I wash thee not, thou has t 
no pa r t with me." 
But here the query might comein, 
why then not wash hands also ? The 
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answer is, "he t h a t is washed need-
eth not save to wash his feet, but is 
clean every whit," showing t h a t a 
washing must precede, which is the 
washing or regeneration, and re-
newing of the Holy Ghost.—Titus 
iii, 5—which undoubtedly the disci-
ples had experienced, "not by works 
of righteousness t h a t they had done 
but according to his mercy." And 
a.s John the Baptist was sent from 
God to prepare the way of the Lord, 
and make his pa ths s traight , preach-
ing the baptism of repentance for the 
remission of sins, Luke iii, 3 , 4 ; Acts 
xiv, 4, so the washing of feet under 
the new dispensation is an ordinance 
for saints, (not sinners) prepara tory 
to approach the Lord 's table. And 
woe to the careless professors who 
make light of or neglect to obey, 
and leave undone t h a t which they 
ought to ha.ve done, and so uncere-
moniously approach the Lord's ta-
ble t o par take of the emblems of the 
Lord 's broken body and shed blood. 
Jus t as the unclean have no right t o 
the sacred bread and cup, so the un-
clean have no right to the ordinance 
of feet washing. The clean, and the 
clean only, have par t in this solemn 
sacred rite. But the disciples were 
not all clean, therefore not all eligi-
ble of being washed. We read John 
vi, 70, "Jesus answered them, have 
not 1 chosen you twelve and one of 
you as a devil? having reference to 
Judas . But here is (by some) a 
critical point. We know t h a t many 
honest, well disposed believers have 
the opinion before giving the sub-
ject a- careful and serious thought , 
t h a t Judas Tseariot was present 
when Jesus washed the disciples' 
feet. We know t h a t Judas took 
pa r t in eating the last passover 
and this was the last passover 
t h a t Jesus ate with his disciples, and 
there, and then, he did set the ex-
ample of a new dispensation which 
was t o go into effect soon after his 
death. We read, John xiii, 21 , Je-
sus was troubled inspirit, and why? 
Because the time had now arrived 
t h a t the unclean Judas must beex-
posed, in order to get him separat-
ed from the other (the clean) disci-
ples. Jesus knowing all things and 
knowing t h a t the Father had given 
all things into his (Jesus') hands 
and when he had dipped the sop, he 
gave it t o Judas , and after the so]) 
sa tau entered into him, then Jesus 
said unto him, t ha t thou doest do 
quickly. Me then having received 
the so]), went immediately o u t ; a n d 
it was night. All this passed while 
eating the passover. Notice t h a t 
eating the passover is not the feast 
of the passover, but before the feast 
of the passover when Jesus knew 
t h a t his hour was come, and supper 
being ended, the devil having wow 
put into the heart of Judas , etc., 
(verse 27) Judas having gone out, 
(30) He (Jesus) riseth from supper, 
etc., (now finished passover) and 
began to wash his disciples' feet. 
"So after he had washed their feet 
and had taken his garments and 
was set down again, he said unto 
them, know ye what I have done 
unto you." Ye call me Master and 
Lord, and ye say well; for so I am." 
Now I ask in all due deference, 
could Jesus say so while Judas was 
among them? It would be incon-
sistent, unreasonable, absurd, t h a t 
Jesus the son of God, would wash 
the feet of the unclean Judas , whom 
he knew was a devil. Xo, xo, the 
clean only have access to this sol-
emn rite becouse it is a gospel ordi-
nance, and not under the law of 
works, as was theeat ingof thepass-
over. 
In conclusion I would say again, 
as the Lord'commanded t h a t Aaron 
and his sons should wash before ap-
proaching the a l ta r of burnt offer-
ing, so Jesus our Lord and Master 
would say t o his disciples (his fol-
lowers) "for I have given you an ex-
ample, t h a t ye should do as I have 
done to you."* 1). ENGLE, SR. 
MtJoy, Pa. 
*See note among the editorials. 
OHAEAOTEE BUILDING-. 
The gradual continuous build 
ing up of the structure of a 
Christian character is doubly ex-
pressed in this word by the present, 
which points t o a process, and by 
the prefixed preposition represented 
by " u p , " which points t o the suc-
cessive laying of course of masonry 
upon course. We are the architects 
of our own characters. If our lives 
are based on Jesus Christ as their 
foundation, and every deed is in vi-
ta l connection with Him, as a t 
once its motive, its pat tern , its 
aim, and its reward, then we shall 
build holy and fair lives, which will 
be temples. Men do not merely 
grow as a leaf which "grows green 
and broad, and takes no care." 
The other metaphor of a building 
needs t o be taken into account, to 
complete the former. Effort, pa-
tient, continuous labor must be 
put forth. More than "forty and 
six years is this temple in building." 
A stone a t a time is fitted into its 
place, and so after much toil and 
many years, as in the case of some 
mediaeval cathedral unfinished for 
centuries, the topstone is brought 
forth a t last. This choice, too, is 
before all men—to build on Christ, 
and so to build for eternity, or on 
sand, and so to be crushed below 
the ruins of their fallen houses.— 
Alex. Maclaren. 
FOUE, ALL BAD. 
Four kinds of bad examples do 
us harm : (1) Those we imi ta te ; (2) 
those we proudly exult over; (3) 
those which drive us into an oppo-
site extreme; and (4) those which 
lower our s tandard . A man is al-
ways in danger of being satisfied, 
if he does but excel; and excellence 
is relative. Whence it comes t h a t 
bad examples do much, the greater 
amount of evil among those who 
do not follow them. For one who 
is corrupted by becoming as bad as 
a bad example, there are ten t h a t 
are debased by becoming content 
with being better. 
Sin and the devil are ever seeking 
to make the man little enough for a 
handful of ea.rth to satisfy him. 
They cannot t hank God. The rest-
lessness, the longings, the weariness 
tell how utter and how dreary is the 
failure. 
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CHRISTIANITY AND INFIDELITY 
GOMPAEED IN A DYING HOUE, 
The excellency of a religion should 
be tried by its power of preparing 
man for death. I t is in directing us 
how to provide for the future t ha t 
a religious system is valuable. 
Though it may confer benefits and 
improve the temporal condition of 
the people. We can form no esti-
mate of its worth until we have ex-
amined it as aguide to immortali ty, 
audit' infidelity and Christianity are 
to be compared on a death bed we 
can see which is valuable. We can-
not fully comprehend what it is t o 
put away religion and revelation 
and become infidels until we have 
brought the principles t o the last 
hour of life and determined what 
power they have of sustaining man 
in the dying hour. I t is then when 
all may have cheered us on in a, ca-
reer of pride and misdoing is rapid-
ly withdrawn and the soul feels t h a t 
it must go forth in its solitariness 
and abide the searching of judg-
ment t h a t the worth of a, religious 
creed must be tried, and worse than 
vain is t h a t dependance which fails 
us in this extremity. Worse than 
useless is a system which gives wax-
when we most need suppor t? I t is 
well known t h a t the disciples of 
deism shrink from dissolution and 
t h a t never are their death beds such 
as a spectator would desirefortheir 
own. In what agony and remorse 
have the disciples of in fidelity cross-
ed the borderline of eternity! There 
are few histories fuller of h orror than 
those of the last hours of pain of 
Voltaire. 
We admit t h a t some deist have 
died with apparent unconcern, and 
infidels may sink into an apa thy and 
not betray fears. But where has 
been the tranquil i ty, the flashings of 
hope and exultation, where has been 
the triumph over the mastery of 
death, the anticipation of happi-
ness, the affectionate exhortat ion to 
survivers t h a t they tread the same 
path , the assurance t h a t there shall 
be reunion in a bright world? Oh 
we shall wait in vain to have these 
produced from the death bed of the 
deist. We are willing t h a t the re-
cords of deism should be searched, 
but we are confident t h a t not an in-
stance can be found in which the dy-
ing unbeliever could exclaim with 
rapture or serenity, O death where 
is t h y st ing! () grave where is thy 
victory! Therefore is the deist a: 
witness to the worth of Christianity; 
therefore do we appeal to them in 
evidence t h a t the religion of reason 
is not to be compared witli the re-
ligion of revelation. They may 
boast the massiveness and solidity 
of their rock, and they may depre-
ciate the strength and a t t empt to 
undermine the foundation of ours. 
But we will make proof of the two 
rocks and examine how they stand 
while the earthly house of this tab-
ernacle is taken down by death. We 
observe t h a t they who havebuilded 
on the rock of Christianity meet the 
destroyer with confidence and are 
conquerers a t the very moment of 
being conquered. But they who 
have builded on the rock, if it may 
be called, of deism, have nothing 
which to oppose death, bu t an un-
becoming levity or a stupid indiffer-
ence, is often aghas t with terror and 
void of all hope, and this i sno tsup-
position. Our appeal is to register-
ed facts, our challenge is to the 
deists themselves in their last s trug-
gle, whet i they have little tern p ta t ion 
and less power to deliver a false tes-
t imony. Nothing can be compared 
to the religion of Jesus when it 
tr iumphs over the grave in the 
respect in which comparison is in-
stituted. Our appeal is to know 
mat te rs of facts. 
Christians of every age and of 
every rank in life are continually 
meeting death with calmness and 
even with joy. Let the infidel go up 
and down the church of Christ and 
hear in tones of holy t rus t a thou-
sand voices saying, " though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow'of 
death I will fear no evil, for thou a r t 
with me." Let them^read the quiet 
lanes of the country or the alleys of 
the city and tu rn t o lowly cots and 
garrets and wherever Christian faith 
and hope light up the closing hour, 
and then mark the smile of peace 
on the pale face and listen to the 
failing voice as it ut ters its last faint 
whisper. 
Jesus can make a dying bed. 
Feel soft as downy pillows are, 
While on his breast 1. lay my head, 
And breath my life out sweetly there. 
From such scenes the unbeliever 
may learn a useful lesson and find 
t h a t there are some things they 
know nothing abou t ; namely, the 
love and peace of God which the 
Christian possess. 
After we have shown to the infidel 
the beautiful brightness which 
adorns the evening of a righteous 
life, and told them of the holy bold-
ness with which the natural ly timid 
advance into eternity and show how 
t h a t the chamber in which the Chris-
t ian breaths out his life is a, privi-
ledged place, a place where we have 
visible proof t h a t death is abolished, 
a place whence bequeathmeiits of 
hope and of comfort are sent t o 
every pa r t of bereaved family, or a 
sorrowing neighborhood. Oh we 
say if after this the infidel and deist 
have nothing on their side t o dis-
play but a chilling apa thy or an as-
sumed indifference or unspeakable 
horror and desperate anguish of a 
storm-tossed spirit, have we not 
right t o class these very people 
themselves amongst the advocates 
of our cause? Have we not war-
ran ty for declaring when deists 
practically confess by the way they 
meet death t h a t the rock on which 
they build is breaking into shivers 
t h a t their rock is not as our rock 
even our enemies themselves being 
judged? Death will be an awful 
thing if your- conscience condemns 
you and you have no hope of eter-
nal life. Guilt always has its hor-
rors. Could people but see how 
hateful and dangerous sin is, they 
would flee from i t ; for the day of sin 
is always followed by a dark and 
tempestuous night of sorrow. 
0 friends beware of infidelity; do 
not despise the dear Savior who 
loves you and will save you if yon 
will come to Him. 0 repent and be-
lieve for why will you die?—ARMORY. 
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THE ELDEE'S POPULAKITY AND POW-
EE. 
To gain the ears of people, and t o 
win the affections of the people, is 
as much a pa r t of every Christian 
minister's duty as it is to study his 
Bible. What is the use of studying 
the Bible if we cannot get people t o 
hear us expound i t ? The secret of 
a true, legitimate, and permanent 
populari ty is th i s : First keep your 
heart s t rong and sweet, and loving 
and courageous, by a constant-
life in Jesus Christ; and secondly, 
take a. personal interest in every-
body. To every human being on 
this globenobodyis quite as impor-
t a n t as his own self. This is not 
vanity, or egotism, or self-conceit; 
it is an instinct. God's solemn 
charge t o every immortal- child of 
His is, " take heed to yourselves." 
Self-denial is Christian; self-neglect 
is destruction. The poor boy is a 
more impor tan t person to himself 
than Prince Bismarck. What be-
comes of the German Empire is of 
less consequence t o t h a t little fellow 
than t h a t he should earn a dime t o 
buy his breakfast. Tha t instinct is 
universal. Every embassador of 
Christ should avail himself of this 
instinct and use it. He should aim 
to find out the personal character, 
condition, a/nd needs of every person 
within his reach. He should put 
himself into personal sympathy 
with everybody. A congregation 
will stand hard pounding and plain 
t ru ths from the minister they love. 
And every one who is called t o 
preach the Gospel is bound to 
preach it winsomely as well as bold-
ly—whether his parish be in the back-
woods, or in the rural village, or in 
a crowded hi vo of a great city. 1 'o] >-
ularity is power. Cse it for God. 
—THEO. L. CUYLKR, D. I). 
THE WORLD EOE CHRIST. 
Tt is said t h a t the Greeks, when 
their s ta tes were in danger of being 
overstocked, used t o set apa r t a 
number of youths of a certain age, 
furnish them with arms, and dis-
miss them to conquer a new country 
for themselves. And there has been 
something like this in the lives of 
many who have become famous as 
conquering new countries, no t for 
themselves bu t for God. The world 
lay before them, and Abraham is 
not the only one of God's heroes t o 
whom the Divine voice has said, 
"Get thee out of thy country, and 
from thy kindred, unto a land t h a t 
I will show thee." If any hear the 
voice of God thus directing them, 
let them like Abraham obey the Di-
vine command. 
CONFESSING CHRIST, 
A great many years ago a. Roman 
emperor said to a Greek architect, 
"Build me a, Coliseum, and when it 
is done I will make your name fa-
mous through all the world." The 
work was done, and a great host 
was gathered in the Coliseum to cel-
ebrate it. And then they brought 
out some Christians who were ready 
t o die for the t ru th , and the emperor 
said, "The Coliseum is done, and we 
have come to celebrate it today 
by the put t ing t o death of Chris-
t ians, and we have come here to 
honor the architect." Whereupon 
the Greek architect sprang to his 
feet and shouted " I also am a Chris-
t ian ." And .they flung him to the 
wild beasts. Could you have con-
fessed Christ in t h a t way? 
"GIVE HIM A CHEER." 
"Give him a cheer." The hear ty 
words came from the lips of some 
one in the crowd gathered around a 
building enveloped in flames, and 
were prompted by the momentary 
faltering of a brave fireman a t the 
final effort t h a t was needed to save 
a. human life. Ins tant ly ha t s were 
waving in the air, and, above the 
crackling and roar ing of the fire, the 
cheering of the multitude below fell 
upon the ears of the wavering fire-
man. Electrified by the applause, 
he renewed his efforts, beat back the 
flames t h a t scorched his face, burst 
in the window t h a t would not yield 
to the young girl's strength, and 
through a cloud of smoke and fire 
bore-his unconscious burden to her 
weeping friends below. 
So let us encourage hard toilers in 
their noble efforts. 
INFLUENCE OF A TRUE LEADER, 
The personal magnetism of Gener-
al McLellan over his soldiers in the 
Civil War was a constant experience. 
Once when the tide of success seem-
ed to go against the Union forces, 
and dismay was gradually deepen-
ing into despair, his arrival in the 
camp a t night worked a revolution 
among the t roops. The news, "Gen-
eral McLellan js here," was caught 
up and echoed from man to man. 
Whoever was awake" aroused his 
neighbor, eyes were rubbed, and the 
poor tired fellows sent up such a 
shout as the army had never heard 
before. It was sent out into the 
stillness of the night, taken up along 
the road, repeated by regiment, di-
vision and corps, until the roar died 
in the distance. But no enthusiasm 
for a mere earthlv leader can equal 
the joy felt by a Christian when he-
recognizes t h a t God is his leader, 
and will teach him the way which he 
shall so. 
We are, first of all, in all our pray-
ers and in all our conduct, t o have 
respect to God's glory.—Jacobus. 
If a- man shall protect t o worship, 
to obey, and serve,—yea, t o love 
Christ and suffer for him,—yet if he 
do not t rus t Christ by faith, all is a 
provocation t o Christ and all is un-
profitable to man.—Rev. Robert 
Traill. 
Each generation is the poor echo 
of i ts predecessors. Alas! the dear-
bought experience of the church of 
Christ has not brought its members 
wisdom. With whole libraries of re-
cords t h a t tell us how the chosen 
few among our fathers fought and 
won the heavenly conflict, we begin 
as infants.—inexperienced, feeble, ir-
resolute,—the easy prey of every 
commonplace illusion, vanquished 
by the novelty of seductions which 
were old in the days of Peter and 
John and Paul.—Archer Butler. 
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A 0KITI0ISM ON GENEEAL 00NFEE-
ENOE. 
J. J. Rosenberger, in the Gospel 
Messenger of July 15th, under the 
heading of "The General Conference 
of the River Brethren," held near 
West Milton, 0., May 21-28, 1890 
•—in reviewing the action of the gen-
eral conference in which he was per-
mitted to be present, we trusted as 
a friend—sees fit t o take exceptions 
to some of the work done, and some 
of the expressions which he claimed 
were made there. The first objec-
tions were t o the expression on 
Baptism to which we will not at-
tempt a reply but will leave t h a t to 
Bro. Baker, who will no doubt give 
it his at tention in due time. But 
to the reference to the work of the 
committee on the supper question 
as referred to and commented on 
by Rosenberger we will reply briefly. 
In the first place we think Rosen-
berger certainly violated an implied 
promise made to the Committee 
t h a t waited on him a t the time of 
the conference, when it was plainly 
stated on what conditions he could 
remain there, and we do not know 
but the best reply t o any article 
from the pen of such a; writer would 
be of silence. While we shall not 
enter into a discussion of the ques-
tion upon which the writer wants t o 
get up a controversy yet we think 
he has ignorantly or purposely 
misconstrued the language and pur-
pose of t h a t committee. We are 
sorry t h a t any person should so 
t ry t o pervert the object so plainly 
s tated as t h a t of the committee 
simply for the sake of controversy 
or is it for something worse? 
We learn t h a t Bro. Jesse Engle 
has returned from his extended t r ip 
through Ontario. We had expected 
to receive a report of it for publica-
tion in time for this issue of the VIS-
ITOR but up to this writing it has 
not been received. We hope how-
ever t h a t it will be in time for the 
next. We would like t o say right 
here, we think the brethren and sis-
ters are too negligent about report-
ing church news for the columns of 
the VISITOR. We hope for improve-
ment. Do no t forget t h a t p rompt 
and general information of the work 
of the church in its different locali-
ties is what adds very much to the 
interest of a church paper; and this 
should include death notices, love 
feasts, protracted meetings, church 
accessions and whatever may be in-
teresting and profitable t o the gen-
eral reader. 
NOTE.—We publish in this No. of 
the VISITOR an article on Washing 
the Saints ' Feet, from the pen of 
our dear brother David Engle, Sen., 
of Mt. Joy, Pa. We are not prepar-
ed fully t o endorse the views ex-
pressed therein but we do not wish 
to put ourselves on record concern-
ing the sentiment expressed. We will 
leave it for future consideration, 
and especially for the committee 
appointed to publish those articles 
on the ordinance. We would say if 
there are any who take exceptions 
to the doctrine advanced they 
should address the writer person-
ally a t Mt. Joy, Pa., and not this 
office. We would farther s t u t e t h a t 
those who contemplate writing an 
article on feet washing should ad-
dress the publishing committee, 
who are authorized to select and 
publish such articles on the subject 
as they may think most in accord 
with the word. So far as the VISIT-
OR is concerned we think our work 
was done before the mat te r was 
submitted to Conference. 
The Right Spirit.—A Brother, 
sending his subscription for the 
VISITOR, sends also five dollars for 
the Benevolent Fund and adds, "If 
you still are lacking funds cry aloud 
so t h a t the good work may pros-
per.*' We feel very thankful for the 
words of encouragement in this 
hour of our greatest need. We 
hope many more will respond as 
heartily. 
BENEVOLENT FUND. 
A Sister, Lancaster, co., Pa . $1.00 
Andrew Climanhaga, 1.00 
A Brother, Kansas, 5.00 
ANNOUNCEMENTS OF L0VEFEASTS 
FOE ONTAEIO. 
Blackcreek, Welland co., Sep. 13th. 
\Valpool,lIaldimand, co., " 20th. 
AYaterloo, Waterloo co., " 27th. 
Nottawasago, Simcoe co., " 27th. 
Markham, York co., Oct. 4 th . 
11. R. H E I S E . 
Victoria Square, Out. 
00NF0EMITT TO THE BIBLE. 
Every thoughtful reader of the re-
ligious l i terature of the present day 
must be impressed with the tenden-
cy there is in many of its writers to 
bring the statements of God's Word 
to the test of moral consciousness. 
Everything relating to God and to 
His administration of human af-
fairs is subjected t o some human 
alembic, and whatever does not tal-
ly with man's preconceived views is 
pronounced either wrong in itself 
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or erroneous in the interpretat ion 
t h a t has been given it. God Him-
self and His purposes and aims arc 
measured by man's ideas and senti-
ments. In the estimation of these 
writers there is no measure of the 
Divine but man. Surely there can-
not be the humble spirit of the t rue 
disciple where such ideas are enter-
tained. Man in the pride of his 
hear t and of his intellect is thus 
seeking t o belittle God and to exalt 
himself; to make it appear t h a t he 
in his finiteness can comprehend the 
infinite One, and to explain with 
his feeble faculties the incomprehen-
sible mysteries of God.—The Treas-
ury. 
STEONG IN THE LOED, 
I t was "when we were without 
s t r eng th / ' t h a t "in due time Christ 
died for the ungodly;" it was when 
the world was a t its latest gasp, 
helpless, and godless; when society 
was breaking down beneath the 
burden of its own corruptions, rot-
ten t o the core with its own pollu-
tions, and when ar t , science, poetry 
and philosophy had tried their best 
and had utterly failed to redeem or 
elevate humanity ;—it was then that, 
Christ came into the midst of this 
world and died for the ungodly. 
There had been plenty of men who 
could say fine things, but here was 
some one who could do the things 
t h a t needed t o be done. They 
could advise, he could help. They 
could counsel, he could save. They 
could discuss the question of thelife 
to come, he could say, "I am the 
resurrection and the life," and could 
call forth the dead at, his word. 
"When we were without s t rength ," 
and when the world was "without 
strength, in due time Christ died 
for the ungodly," 'and t augh t men 
the great lesson of self-sacrifice, and 
the still greater lesson of t h a t di-
vine power which he alone possess-
ed, and without which men can 
never be redeemed. 
Today the world is as weak as 
ever. Weak in virtue, weak in in-
tegrity, weak in will, weak morally, 
mentally, and physically, doomed 
to die, and utterly helpless t o avert 
the fatal blow. They have counsel-
ors in abundance, men who say 
much and do nothing; men who 
have no power with which to resist 
evil or t r iumph over death. The 
need of this world today is the con-
quering power and abiding presence 
of the victorious and immortal 
Christ; He who has done the th ings 
which no other man ever did, and 
who is still s t rong to redeem and 
mighty t o save. In his s trength we 
can be strong. "He giveth power 
to the faint; and to them t h a t have 
no might he increaseth s t reng th ;" 
and if we are "s t rong in the Lord 
and in the power of his might ," 
" through God we shall do valiantly 
for he it is t h a t shall t read down 
our enemies."—The Armory. 
STAND FOE THE EIGHT. 
While none of us liveth t o himself, 
and none of us dieth t o himself; 
while human beings are linked to-
gether in fellowship, in sympathy, 
and in mutual endeavor-; it is never-
theless of the u tmost importance 
tha t ; every man maintain his own 
individuality, t o t h a t extent t h a t he 
have no fellowship with the unfruit-
ful works of darkness, but rather 
reprove them, and utterly refuse to 
yield his convictions of r ight t o ma-
jorities, however numerous they 
may be, or to individuals, however 
influential they may seem. 
We have no right to do wrong, 
whether t o please ourselves or to 
please others. We have no right to 
follow the multi tude to do evil; and 
if it be insisted t h a t we shall s tand 
alone if we take a right position, let 
us remember t h a t when the Lord 
shall reward evil doers it will be very 
pleasant for us to be alone and sep-
arated from those who have done 
wrong. 
I know the influence of older men. 
I know the seductions of comprom-
ise, and I know t h a t many souls 
have been ensnared and wounded by 
such devices of sa tan . The only safe 
course is to s tand for the right, un-
alterably determined t o do the r ight 
thing, and refuse t o yield one hair 
for majorities, or offices, or for 
friends. We may yield our own 
rights if we choose, but we must not 
yield the r ights of others. We may 
bear wrong on our own par t , but we 
must not countenance wrong-doing 
toward others. We must s tand for 
God if we stand alone. We must 
stand for r ight if all the world op-
pose us.—The Common People. 
0E0SS THOUGHTS. 
Said a little girl, "A untie, if all the 
folks in the world should think their 
cross thoughts out loud, what a 
racket there would be!" 
The dear little girl might have 
gone a step farther and added : 
"And if none of the folks should 
think their cross thoughts aloud, 
quiet and peace there would be!" 
If there must be cross thoughts 
this week, which shall they be—"out 
loud" or voiceless?—SEL. 
The greatest evils in life have had 
their rise from somewhat which was 
thought of too little importance t o 
be attended to.—Bishop Butler. 
If there's a, r ight thing to be done, 
and we seem to pass through a 
wrong thing on our way to it, de-
pend upon it there's another way to 
do it and a better one, and it is our 
own fault and not God's t h a t wedo 
not. find it.—Edward Gannett . 
A Widely Translated Tract. It was 
only in the fall of 1881 that H. L. Hastings 
of Boston delivered his Lecture on The In-
spiration of the Bible before the Young-
Men's Christian Associations of Massachu-
setts. Since then between one and two 
million copies of the lecture have been 
circulated. It has been translated into 
French, Spanish, German. Swedish, Dan-
ish, Bohemian, Hindostanee, and Hindeo. 
and we believe into Chinese and some 
other languages. In all not far from a 
dozen translations have been made, and 
the demand for it is continually increas-
ing. Persons who have never read it 
should send a quarter of a dollar to H. L. 
Hastings, 47 Cornhill. Boston, and order 
half a dozen for distribution, or get an as-
sortment of his Anti-Infidel Lectures for 
examination and distribution. 
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CHURCH MEWS. 
FROM YALE, MICHIGAN. 
Dear Brother and Editor, grace 
and peace to you from God through 
Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
The love feasts are now pas t for 
the present and have been quite re-
freshing. The brotherhood in St. 
Clair county has been laboring un-
der difficulties and wo have felt re-
luctant to report on the condition 
of the church, notwithstanding we 
were advised t o do so. But of late 
we concluded to be more free and 
write anyway. We had a good 
love feast and the brethren are en-
couraged. Bro. A. Groh, minister, 
and Bro. and Sister Smeckert from 
Elmer, Sanilac co., were the only 
visitors we had except Bro. a/nd Sis-
ter Ilachats, from Lapeer co., about 
twenty miles west of here. This 
was on the 21st of June. On the 
following week we had meetings in 
Custer and visited among the breth-
ren and friends and found them en-
couraged in the Master's cause and 
alive t o mission work. Praise the 
Lord. In the middle of the week 
we went to Elmer, had two meet-
ings; one a council, and an exper-
ience meeting and a very interesting 
one. 
On Sa turday morning the breth-
ren came together a t Bro. Smeck-
erts and prepared in the barn for 
the lovefeast, and while a t work in 
get t ing ready, yet in the forenoon, 
we were somewhat surprised and 
made glad with the arrival of Bro. 
John Smith, from Shiwassa co. By 
sight we were strangers to him and 
he to us, bu t we soon became ac-
< | uainted. The meeting was an enj oy-
ableone both Saturday and Sunday 
morning, and the presence of God 
was manifested. I might say here 
this is in t h a t pa r t of the country 
t h a t was made desolate in 1881 by 
the great fire t h a t made so many 
homeless, and many lost their lives, 
while many fought against the 
flames with almost superhuman 
power, and many left their homes 
and fled into open fields or corn-
fields or swampy green woods if 
such were left, and fleeing for places 
of refuge or safety. The whole 
country t h a t notable afternoon was 
one great prayer meeting. The cry-
ing t o God for mercy was on every 
hand, and it is only to be regretted 
t h a t when danger was over so many 
ceased praying. But we thank God 
t h a t many are yet alive for the 
Master's cause and mission work, 
and help is much needed and desir-
ed and the brethren are get t ing 
much interested and are crying the 
Macedonian cry, "come and help 
us ," and the brethren are making 
preparation for revival work in 
nor th St. Clair and Sanilac coun-
ties. May the Lord bless the cause 
and the hearts of the brethren to 
prepare for a work of revival, as 
did the house of Cornelius and his 
kinsfolk. AVe would entreat all our 
earnest brethren and sisters t o 
pray God to prosper the cause here 
and revive the brethren all to ac-
tive duty. 
Sunday afternoon we came home 
to Greenwood, St. Clair co., and 
Bro. Smith remained till Wednesday 
morning. We had three interesting 
meetings and may the remembrance 
linger long in the minik of the pil-
grims. On Fr iday night, July 4th, 
Bro. Samuel Baker, of Gormley, 
Out., came t o us by way of Shia-
wassa where he had a few meetings, 
preached on Sunday, 6th, in the 
Brethren meeting house in Green-
wood. AVe are glad to meet with 
the brethren and hope the Lord will 
bless them direct and indirect, both 
spiritually and temporally. 
S. RKICHARD. 
MEMORY GEMS. 
BY J . K. ZOOK. 
A sin may have a. harmless look, 
yet may prove afearful temptat ion. 
Love sweetens the coarsest food, 
while hatred embitters the richest-
diet. 
A child's early habits should be 
carefully watched by its parents— 
reproof before the rod. To use the 
rod before the reproof is tyranny, 
but if reproof will no t avail then ap-
ply the rod. 
Youth, when life is fresh, is the 
time for discipline. How often can 
we trace poverty of mind, enerva-
tion of character and evil habits t o 
misspent years in youth. 
I t is of great moment to our 
peace t h a t we close our ears and 
lips against the talebearer; for as 
readily as he is to reveal our neigh-
bor 's secrets t o us will he tell ours 
to him. 
These six things does the Lord 
ha te ; yea seven are an abominat ion 
unto him: A proud look, a lying 
tongue, and hands t h a t shed inno-
cent blood. An heart t h a t devise 
the wicked imaginations, feet t h a t 
are swift in running to mischief. A 
false witness t h a t speaketh lies, and 
he t h a t soweth discord among 
brethren.—Proverbs. 
No person t h a t knowingly and 
purposely abuses his body in the 
things pertaining to this world can 
have r ight thoughts of his duty t o 
God. 
If we would resist temptat ion 
when it first is presented i t would 
be much more readily done than 
after it gets power over- us. 
No Christian can expect to pass 
through this world without trials, 
but those who patieutly endure 
them for Christ's sake will come out 
victors in the end and will ultimate-
ly gain a home in heaven. 
There is no worldly pleasure so 
grea t t h a t the Christian should for 
a moment permit t o usurp the 
place of Christ and his duty to God. 
The pleasures of this world will 
sap) the vitality of Christianity. 
Overcome evil with good and 
thereby gain a victory over the 
enemy of 3rour soul. 
For tlie Evangelical Visitor. 
INVITATION OP CHRIST. 
The puri ty and holiness of the life 
of Christ is proposed as a, glorious 
pat tern for the saint 's invitation ; 
as he which ha th called you is holy, 
so be ye holy in all manner of con-
versation. 1 Pet. i, 16. In every 
imatt-'n-rrTTi'ini'iiM 
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point and turning of yourselves, as 
the scripture expresses it, there is a 
twofold holiness in Christ: the holi-
ness of his na ture and the holiness 
of his practice, his holy being and 
his holy working. This obliges all 
t h a t profess interest in him to set-
forth a twofold holiness; holinessin 
the principles thereof iu their hearts 
and holiness in the practice and ex-
ercise in their lives. True, we can-
not in all respects imitate the holi-
ness of Christ; for He is essentially 
holy, proceeding by nature as a 
pure beam of holiness from the 
Father, and when He was incarnate 
He came into the world pure from 
the least stain of pollution. I t was 
said t o the virgin, t h a t holy thing 
which shall be born of thee shall be 
called the Son of God. Christ was 
strictly holy. Which of you eon-
vinceth me of sin? He asked. The 
most envious and observing eyes of 
His enemies could not find a flaw in 
any of His words or actions. I t is 
our duty t o imitate Christ in this 
t h a t "ye may be bla.meless and 
harmless, the sons of God, without 
rebuke, in the midst of a crooked 
and perverse nat ion among whom 
ye shine as lights iu the world." 
Christ was perseveringly holy even 
to the last breath. As He began,so 
He finished His life in a constant 
course of holiness. In this also He 
is our great pa t tern . I t becomes 
not any of His people to begin in 
the spirit and end in the flesh; but 
on the contrary their last works 
should be more t h a n their first. 
Let him t h a t is holy be holy still. 
In a word, the delight of Christ was 
in holy things and holy persons; 
the}7 were His chosen companions. 
Even so it becomes His people t o 
have their delight in the saints and 
the excellent of the earth. Psa. xvi, 
3. Christians, be ye followers of 
Christ in His holiness. God has de-
creed this conformity t o Christ in 
all tha t shall be saved. Horn, viii, 
29. He banishes all unholy ones 
from his presence forever. 1 Cor. vi, 
9; Heb. xii, 14. The design of 
Christ in dying for you was to make 
you holy. Eph. v, 25, 2(>. Oh then 
study holiness, and as dear children, 
be ye followers of your most holy 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
"Beloved, when I gave all dili-
gence t o write unto you of the 
common salvation, it was needful 
for me to write unto you and ex-
hort you, t h a t ye should earnestly 
contend for the faith which was 
once delivered unto the sa in ts ." 
Our holiness, like Christ's, must be 
sincere and real. Eph. iv, 24. Shin-
ing with, inward beauty towards 
(iod ra ther than towards men. 
GEORGE EYSTER. 
Abilene, Kansas. 
If one Christian should begin to-
day and pray and toil a whole year 
and then secure one convert, and if 
these two should each gain but one 
convert in the second year and these 
four each only win one in the third 
year, in th i r ty years the whole 
world would ha.ve been brought to 
Christ. Figure it out yourselves, 
and then go to work. 
"Why spend money on foreign 
missions? Why not spend it on 
heathens a t home?" Because those 
a t home are wilful and those abroad 
are involuntary heathens. The 
former have the gospel and dispise 
it. The lat ter do not even know 
t h a t there is a gospel. "Kemember 
the poor. Plead the cause of the 
poor and needy. He t h a t ha th pity 
upon the poor, lendeth unto the 
Lord ; and t h a t which hehathgiven 
will he pay him again. Blessed is 
he t h a t considereth the poor." Gal. 
ii, 10 ; Prov. xix, 17 ; Ps. xl, I. 
Selected by LYDIA OTEWALT. 
North Hampton, Ohio. 
> »--» 
The sluggard is not the man to 
put on duty, bu t the active, diligent 
and truthful servant. 
The end of learning is t o know 
God, and out of t h a t knowledge t o 
love him, and to imitate him, as we 
may, by possessing our souls of t rue 
virtue.—St. Augustine. 
The grey hairs of Scripture make 
it venerable. No human histories 
extant reach farther than Noah's 
flood; but the Holy Scripture re-
lates mat ters of fact t h a t have been 
from the beginning of the world ; it-
writes of things before time. 
The book of God has no e r ra ta iu 
i t ; i t is a beam of the Sun of Righ-
teous, a crystal stream flowing 
from the fountain of life. All laws 
and edicts of men have had their 
corruptions, but the Word of God 
has not the least bit of t incture; it 
is of meridian splendor. 
How t h a t God's eye is made t h a t 
he can see us all, how his ear is 
made t h a t he can hear us all; how 
he can number the hairs of one bil-
lion heads and singles us out t o 
supply each one's want, and just 
how he applied his cleansing power 
to our hearts to make us so very 
happy both soul and body we can 
not tell. 
How to be miserable. Think 
about yourself, about what you 
want, what you like, the respect 
people ought t o pay t o you, what 
people think of you, and then to 
you nothing will be pure. You will 
spoil everything you touch ; you 
will make sin and misery for your-
self ou t of everything which God 
sends 3'ou; you will be as wretched 
as you choose on earth, or in heav-
en either.—Charles Kingsley. 
The Word of God has never want-
ed enemies to oppose and, if possible, 
t o extirpate it. They have given 
out a, law concerning Scripture, as 
Pharaoh did the midwives concern-
ing the Hebrew women's children, 
to strangle them in the birth ; but 
God has preserved this blessed Book 
inviolable to this day. The devil and 
his agents have been blowing a t 
the Scripture light, but could never 
blow it out—a clear sign t h a t it was 
lighted from heaven. 
Supremely stingy is the spirit t h a t 
objects t o "so many" ministers go-
ing abroad to mission fields. "So 
many!" Why the churches of 
America are sending only thirteen 
out of every one thousand abroad, 
and keeping nine hundred and eigh-
ty-seven a t home; while you have 
but sixty millions here, and over 
one thousand millious abroad are 
perishing for want of the great sal-
vation of Christ. 
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UNWILLING TO EEOEIVE A GIPT. 
Some time ago, as 1 was stepping 
into the train a t Newcastle, a gen-
tleman came np to me and said he 
was going my way ; and if [ did not 
object he would t ake his seat, in the 
same compartment, as lie had been 
waiting to see me. I was very glad 
to have his company. He was good 
enough to say t h a t he had met with 
a, story a, little while before which lie 
thought might serve me. A friend 
of his living a few miles from New-
castle, was along a. railroad siding 
u'oino- from the main line t o a colli-
ery, when he looked upon a. roughly-
built cottage, and noticed t h a t the 
daylight showed through the loose 
roof. He wondered if anything 
could be living in a place t h a t look-
ed so cheerless, and coming round 
to the front he found an old woman 
and her grown-up daughter. At 
once he said within himself tha t he 
would see the place was made more 
comfortable before the wintercaine, 
and then he hurried on his way. 
But the good purpose was forgotten, 
and he never thought of the place 
again until one morning, some weeks 
after, he drew up his blind and look-
ed out to find some two or three in-
ches of snow on the ground. At 
once his heart smote him forhisfor-
getfulness. He had t h a t day t o go 
to Newcastle, and it occured t o him 
t h a t a t any ra te a pair of blankets 
would do something towards add-
ing t o the comfort of the couple. 
He reached his house with the big 
brown paper parcel, and thought he 
would have the pleasure of taking 
them in himself. As he passed the 
window the old woman was looking 
out, and he held up the parcel, think-
ing t h a t she would understand t h a t 
he was bringing something t o her. 
But she only frowned angrily and 
shook her head. He opened the 
door, when the old woman bade him 
angrily begone; she did not• want to 
buy any of his goods she said, and 
slammed the door against him. 
"Why," he said, ''she thinks I want 
t o sell them! No wonder she is vex-
ed, needing them so badly. I must 
make her understand t h a t it is a 
gift." He opened the door again 
and got in. More fiercely than ever 
she bade him begone. He saw t h a t 
she was stone deaf, and t h a t her 
(laughter was not a t home. What 
could he do? To leave the parcel 
would only be to have it hung after 
him in the snow. "I will show her 
what it is ," he said to himself; "per-
haps she will understand then," and 
he untied the parcel. But the sight 
of the warm blankets only made her 
more conscious of her need and pov-
erty, and she turned away indig-
nantly, "Why don ' t you go away? 
I have told you I don ' t want them." 
What could he do ? He took up one 
and held it up full length and 
breadth, and smiled and nodded his 
head, but it seemed only like the 
wiles of some resolute peddler, and 
aggravated her the more. "Why 
don ' t you go away when I tell you ?" 
she cried. Then yet another effort 
suggested itself. Taking the blanket 
he threw it around her and burst in-
to a laugh. Then the meaning of it 
all hashed upon her. Looking up, 
almost afraid t o ask the question, 
she asked: " F o r me?" Pie nodded 
his head and smiled. "A gift?" she 
asked again, her hope growing 
bolder. Again he nodded his head. 
"A gift for me," she repeated to her-
self. She stroked it with her hands 
and felt the warmth of it, then 
laughed and cried for very joy, and 
grasped his hands and thanked him 
with all her heart, while the tears 
streamed down her wrinkled cheeks. 
Alas, t h a t our blessed Master should 
have such trouble to force His gifts 
upon us? Alas t h a t we are so deaf, 
so blind t o His great love. "I will 
give you rest ," said He. Take it. 
Wrap i t about you. Rest in it with 
adoring grat i tude. A gift—a gift 
for me!—SKI.. 
HAVE YOU AN ANOHOE ? 
When Martin Luther was assailed 
by a tempest of troubles he used to 
sing the forty-sixth Psalm above the 
roar of the winds; his anchor struck 
its flukes under the Hock of ages. 
God keeps in perfect peace the soul 
t h a t is stayed on him. In these 
times when doubts are so painfully 
prevalent—doubts of the inspiration 
of the Bible, doubts abou t the future 
life, or of the wisdom of God's prov-
idence, or the success of his gospel— 
there is nothing t h a t will hold a 
man but a s t rong grapple to Jesus 
Christ. "I know whom I have be-
lieved." held Paul ; it will hold you 
and me. We do not see what holds 
a vessel when the storm is smiting 
her; and in like manner, when a child 
of God is assailed by doubts, or ad-
versities, or satanic temptat ions, we 
do not see what it is t h a t holds him 
so t ha t he is no t moved as other 
men are. But God sees an anchor 
sure and steady down in the secret 
depths of the soul. I t fastens him 
to Omnipotence. 
There is danger which sometimes 
proves far greater than the s torms 
of adversity, or the assults of ene-
mies. I t is from the stealthy under-
currents of temptat ion. An unan-
chored vessel may be lying on a calm 
water as smooth as glass, and yet 
before the shipmaster is aware the 
keel may strike a hidden rock! Had 
a wdnd begun to blow, the master-
would have taken the a la rm; the 
under-current was slowly drifting 
him, and he did not heed the danger. 
So are thousands of professed 
Christians carried on the rocks, no t 
by tempests of trials, but by the 
st rong and invisible currents of 
temptat ion. One church member 
drifts into neglect of prayer, or into 
laxity in regard t o Sabba th observ-
ance. Another gets into an under-
current of social customs and fash-
ions; it swings him, slowly but sure-
ly, away from a spiritual life; no 
sudden shock is felt, but when we 
look for this professed Christian 
where he used t o be, and where he 
ought to be, he is not there. When 
the world got hold of the keel, the 
anchor had lost hold on Christ, and 
so the man began to drift. Another 
one feels the secret power of sensual 
temptat ion, but takes no alarm un-
til some open sin is committed, and 
a hideous rent is made in his Chris-
- N 
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t ian character. The under-currents 
of this world never set toward holy 
l iving but just in the opposite direc-
tion. Wha t we call "backsliding" 
is really the drift of the heart away 
from Christ. The heart is not an-
chored. 
I t is not s trength of brain t h a t 
saves a man, or or thodoxy of creed, 
or connection with a church. All 
these have often proved to be but 
ropes of sand. They are not proof 
against the tides of temptat ion. 
There must be firm, heaven-implant-
ed principle; for no one is safe in 
business, or in politics, or in social 
life, or anywhere, when conscience is 
unloosed from God.' The par t ing of 
the cable may be unseen for awhile, 
i t may even be unsuspected ; but it 
is a mere question of time how soon 
the backslider may strike the rocks. 
Jesus Christ never insures any one 
who unites with his church and yet 
ha»s an "anchor sure and steadfast 
which entereth into tha t within the 
vale," and "binds fast t o Christ him-
self." And if you ever reach heaven, 
my brother, you will come in, as I 
often see vessels come into yonder 
harbor of New York, with the storm-
tried anchor swinging proudly a t 
her prow. 
"There are ships," said the elo-
quent Melvill, " t h a t never go down 
in life's tempest. These shall be in 
no peril when the last hurricane 
shall sweep earth, and sea,, and sky; 
and when the light t h a t knows no 
night breaks gloriously forth, they 
shall be found on tranquil and crys-
ta l waters resting beautifully upon 
their shadows." These are they who 
have been piloted by the Holy Spirit ; 
these are the faithful ones whose in-
ner soul was anchored to Christ Je-
sus.—Rev. Theodore L. Cuyler. 
BELIEVEES' OBLIGATIONS, 
Such as 1 have give I thee, etc. Acts iii, 6. 
These words if expanded will ex-
press the whole thought and feeling 
of the Apostle a t the time. There 
is an implication of a duty and the 
recognition of a claim. Something 
like th i s ; Such as I have, I give 
thee; such as I have, 1 ought t o 
give thee; such as 1 have, thou has t 
a right to claim from Me. They 
were spoken t o a. cripple. He may 
or may not have seen the cripple 
before. There is not the shadow of 
evidence t h a t He had ever received 
from him any favor which now 
called for requital. 
The infinite grace of God in Christ 
t o us makes us debtors beyond all 
computat ion. Yes, "debtors t o 
Cod." But with what coin are we 
to pay God? Our love may be di-
rect, but the love which exhausts 
itself on God and does not go out 
toward brethren and neighbors and 
all mankind is a spurious love. 
The two great commandments of 
the law can never be disjointed. 
When Christ walked the"earth deeds 
of kindness could be done t o Him 
as well as for Him, and they were 
done. But alter the resurrection 
there seemed nothing in which dis-
ciples or others could directly min-
ister to Him. Christ had in a sense 
transferred the account. He seemed 
to say, "These poor, sick, ignorant , 
tempted ones ye have always with 
you. T go away, but these remain. 
Love these, minister to these. Such 
as you have give to these, and in so 
far as ye do it unto these, ye do it 
unto Me." Acting under the force 
of these words, Peter gave express-
ion to the words of the text . He 
had seen cripples before, perhaps 
had healed them before, but he 
s tands now a t the beautiful ga te 
with consciousness of larger privi-
lege and deeper obligation, "Such 
as I have I give." Such as 1 have, 
I cannot, I would not withhold. 
In this poor beggar, I see the Lord 
who shall measure His claims upon 
me. "Silver and gold have I none, 
but such as I have," what more 
could he say,, what less could he say? 
Such as I have, I give. When the 
cripple stood and walked and leap-
ed and entered the temple, praising-
God, t h e joy which came t o Peter 's 
heart was the joyr of gra t i tude ex-
pressed, and service rendei*ed, not 
alone to the man asking alms, but 
t o Christ Ascended. To every child 
of God is committed some power, 
by using which he can bless his fel-
low and help to make this vile ear th 
a garden of the Lord. Friend have 
you mastered this alphabet of 
Christian t ru th—tha t the Lord who 
went from Olivet left you a work t o 
do? Is your talent put t o the ex-
changer's, or is it lying in a napkin? 
Not all can heal cripples like Peter, 
or learn languages like Carey, or 
lead worshipping assemblies like 
Moody, but each child of Cod can 
be himself. To each is committed 
some power, and t h a t power is a 
sacred t rust . Some have riches, 
some have great intellect, some the 
gift of ar t , and some of song, but 
whatever the gift i t must be laid a t 
the feet of Jesus and exercised on 
behalf of crippled, suffering, sinful 
humanity. What we call the crisis 
of missions is nothing more than 
the testing of the Church's fidelity. 
The poor and the needy the world 
around are suppliants a t our door 
of plenty. The wealth of temporal 
and spiritual good which a, loving-
Father has given us through Christ 
can be hoarded only a t our peril. 
—F. CLATWORTUV. 
TRUTH IN PEOVEEBS. 
You can never make a crab walk 
s t ra ight for ward. Dress an asslike 
a man, but it will bray like a don-
key. Drive a way na tura l tendencies, 
but they will come back a t a gallop. 
You may change the coat of a wolf, 
but you cannot change his disposi-
tion. What is taken in with the 
milk of the mother, runs through to 
the end of life. 
Such is human opinions as to the 
unalterable perversity of human na-
ture. These are old proverbs, utter-
ed in different countries, in different 
ages and languages. They are in 
entire harmony with the Word of 
Cod : "Can the Ethiopian change 
his skin, or the leopard his spo t s?" 
Nothing but the power of God can 
make such a change. But t h a t pow-
er can. l i o n s and beasts of savage 
name have put on the nature of the 
laud). Conversionissuch a change. 
A change of heart—of nature. "Old 
things pass away," and "all things 
become new."—Sel. 
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YOUTHS' BIPIBTIIIT. 
AT MOTHEE'S GEAVE. 
A li t t le blue-eyed chi ld sat weeping 
O'er a lonely, new-made grave , 
As t he shades of eve were ga the r ing 
Softly o'er t he land and wave. 
And I stopped awhile and l istened 
To t h a t dear weeping one t h e r e , 
And from lips t h a t t rembled sadly 
Came a chi ld 's sweet evening' prayer . 
" M a m m a , " lisped t h e blue-eyed dar l ing , 
"Come back to your Bessie dear : 
And kiss me as you did so often 
W h i l e you l ingered with us here . 
For I miss you since you left me, 
And I want to meet you where 
Angels sing' so sweet forever 
W i t h you, mamma, always t h e r e . ' ' 
Sweet and pure as sunl ight falling' 
Prom the sky so fail' above, 
W a s t h e prayer so sweetly offered 
For a mother ' s cher ished love. 
And I sought t he child, but calmly 
Lay t h a t l i t t le hea r t as brave, 
W i t h her face upturned to Heaven, 
Sleeping on her mother ' s grave . 
For the Evangelical Visitor. 
FAMILY WOESHIP EVEITEUG AND 
MOENING. 
Family worship i.s something t h a t 
1 think every Christian family 
should have. I t builds a person up 
and makes them strong. When a 
person prays in family worship I 
think it is not so much of a cross to 
praj r in public, or a t least it is not 
for me. Fathers and mothers, I 
think t h a t you should every even-
ing and morning have worship with 
your family. I t is a duty which we 
owe to God and it is also a privilege 
t h a t we have t o commune and con-
vene with Christ the Saviour of the 
world. Do not excuse yourself by 
saying you have not time. The 
time will come when you will have 
to die, then you can not say you 
have not time. Aery often serving 
the Lord and Saviour is put off as 
a secondary matter , but this should 
not be so, but I must confess t h a t 
very often I put off serving and 
obeying him as a secondary matter , 
but I desire t o be more faithful in 
the future than I hawe been in the 
past . The Saviour told me t h a t I 
should read a. chapter in the Testa-
ment or Bible every day. I think I 
do about every day but sometimes 
T put it off till nearly last and other 
times I read pre t ty early in the 
morning. 
I desire by the grace and help of Cod 
to become more of an humble and 
upright child of God, and love and 
serve him better in the future than 
what I have in the pas t . There are 
such nice hymns in our hymn books 
for family worship. The 528 num-
ber in our selection is a very nice 
morning hymn ; also the 580 num-
ber is a nice evening hymn. The 
hymns are all so pre t ty in our hymn 
books, I could content myself in 
singing and reading and praying. 
The 895 hymn is my daily prayer 
desire. I think it expresses my 
wishes better t h a n I can. I will 
write a verse of t h a t hymn. 
Thus I resolved before the Lord : 
-Now I will watch my tongue, 
Lest I let slip one sinful word, 
Or do my neighbor wrong. 
I will bring my writing t o a close, 
hoping tha t the Lord lias directed 
my pen. Brethren and sisters, pray 
for me when it goes well with you. 
ANNIE J. STONER. 
Martinsburs, Pa. 
EXPEKIMEITTAL KELIGION. 
I believe in experimental religion, 
a. religion t h a t we can personally 
experience. A religion that- gives 
us the witness t h a t we are the child-
ren of God, as Paul says, Bom. viii, 
10, "The Spirit itself beareth wit-
ness with our spirit t h a t we are the 
children of God." A religion that 
gives us the assurance t h a t we are 
saved. If you ask some people, 
have you got religion? they will 
say, I think, or, I suppose I have. 
Tha t is a shallow religion. A Chris-
t ian must have a personal knowl-
edge of his or her saved condition. 
Look a t Bible Christians. They all 
knew t h a t they were God's children. 
They did not only think or suppose 
to be God's children, but they knew 
it as a fact. John says, 1 John iii, 
2, "Beloved, now are we the sons of 
God, and i t doth no t yet appear 
what we shall lie, but we know tha t 
when he shall appear t h a t we shall 
be like him, for we shall see him as 
he is ." Paul says, 2 Cor. v, 10, 
" F o r we know t h a t if our earthly 
house of this tabernacle were dis-
solved, we have a building of God, 
a house not made with hands eter-
nal in the heavens." Peter says, 
1 Pet. i, 10, "For we have not fol-
lowed cunningly devised fables, 
when we made known unto you the 
power and coming of our Lord Je-
sus Christ; bu t were eye witnesses 
of his majesty." John says, John 
i, 14 : "and the word was made 
flesh, and dwelt among us, and we 
beheld his glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father , full of 
grace and t r u t h . " These all knew 
whom they followed. They were 
not beating in the air. J ob says, 
' J know t h a t my Bedeemer liveth." 
Religion is no t merely imagina-
tion as some say. Abel obtained 
witness t h a t he was righteous, and 
Enoch before his t ranslat ion re-
ceived the testimony t h a t he pleas-
ed God. There is a reality in true 
religion. The true Christian is not 
building castles in the air. Religion 
is not a whirlpool of doubts, not 
airy fancies as some think. I t is 
not like a lottery, full of chance, 
t h a t we may reap an eternal re-
ward if we serve the Lord. The 
apostle says, "Let us not get weary 
in well-doing; for in due season we 
shall reap if we faint no t . " There 
is no may be about it. The Chris-
t ian.doth not walk in darkness; he 
knows in whom he believes; he 
knows whom lie worships. As the 
blind man said after receiving sight 
from Jesus, "one thing I know t h a t 
whereas I was blind now I see," so 
the Christian knows where he is go-
ing. Solomon says in his Proverbs 
iv, 18, "But the pa th of the just is 
as the shining light t h a t shineth 
more and more unto the perfect 
day ," and the poet says, "There 
are lights along the shore, t h a t 
never grow dim." 
As an humble servant of the Lord 
I ask the Manna readers, have you 
obtained the witness t h a t you are 
a- child of God ? Have you a per-
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dit ion? Do you know of a time 
when God fov Christ's sake forgave 
all your sins? Can you say with 
the blind man who received sight, 
One thing 1 know t h a t whereas I 
was once a sinner, walking in dark-
ness, t h a t now I am on the shining 
pa th t h a t leads t o heaven and its 
eternal glory.—WM. I). KOPPENHA-
VER, in the Manna. 
BE COUETEOUS. 
Nothing in one's character so 
clearly defines the t rue lady or gen-
tleman as courtesy. To be courte-
ous requires careful reflection, and 
consideration for others. When 
one is a t a loss to know what is the 
courteous th ing t o do he only needs 
decide what is the most respectful 
and kindest action. The preference 
of others before self, thoughtfulness 
for their comfort, pleasure and en-
ter tainment are true courtesy. 
Courtesy is a, plant of the heart, 
no t of the head. I t s great foe is 
selfishness and love of self-indul-
gence. 
Kindness is simply self-importance 
in action. Incivility is deep self-
conceit showing itself through one's 
manners. Better than all the print-
ed rules of etiquette is the simple 
guide: Do what is kindest to oth-
ers. Boorishness is the result of 
self-neglect, when a na tura l selfish-
ness of disposition is permitted t o 
run its course unrestrained and un-
cultured. But t rue self-respect tends 
to respect for others. Genuine cour-
tesy is just doing t o others what 
you would have others do t o you. 
"GOOD MOENIITO." 
Don't forget t o say "Good morn-
ing!" And say it cheerfully and 
with a smile; i t will do you good 
and do your friends good. There's 
a kind of inspiration in every '"'Good 
morning" heartily spoken t h a t helps 
to make hope fresher and work 
lighter. I t seems really t o make the 
morning good, and to be a prophecy 
of a good day t o come after it. And 
if this be true of the "Good morn-
ing," it is so also of kind, heartsome 
greetings; they cheer the discourag-
ed, rest the tired one, somehow 
make the wheels of life run more 
smoothly. Be liberal with them, 
then, and let no morningpass,how-
ever dark and gloomy it may be, 
t h a t you do not help a t least t o 
brighten by your smiles and cheer-
ful words.—SEL. 
CHOOSE A FEW BOOKS. 
Keep them with you. Read them 
often. Acquire a tas te for them. 
Be satisfied with nothing but the 
best. Begin by reading some pa.rts 
of the sacred Scriptures; for, apa r t 
from its being the word of God, 
there is no higher poetry on earth 
than Isaiah, no higher prose than 
the parables of our Lord. Then we 
have "The Following of Christ," a 
book recognized even by infidels as 
a masterpiece. Think for a, mo-
ment of the measureless influence 
which these books have on the lives 
of millions. Take lower books like 
those of Sir Walter Scott—take 
Robinson Crusoe—which, by the 
way, is not a book merely for child-
ren. A great philosophy underlies 
it. I t shows what a man, by exer-
cising the energies God has given 
him, may do. I t is a prose epic in 
the triumph of mind over mat ter . 
"The great masterpiece of the world 
are thus, quite apa r t of the solace 
they give us, the master instru-
ments of a solid education." If 
you leave school without a tas te 
for good books, your education has 
part ial ly failed. And so exacting 
has society become, so impor tant 
is l i terature in life, t h a t if you look 
on it as a mere amusement—a light 
and trifling amusement—you will 
have deep regrets your whole life 
long.—M. F . Egan. 
PUEPOSE AND PUESTTIT. 
The first requisite for success in 
the life t h a t is before you is a com-
manding purpose. You must make 
up your minds to do something or 
t o be something, if you would ac-
complish anything. A few years 
ago the schooner Edward L. White 
was abandoned by her crew and set 
adrift with all her sails flying. She 
wandered over the ocean for more 
than a year, a t the mercy of wind 
and wave, sighted ever and anon 
by some passing vessel, bu t still 
played with by the winds, sent hith-
er and thither. She put into no 
port , and saw no land, until a t last 
a s t rong wind drove her upon the 
rocks and to her destruction. So 
many a life goes to waste and ruin, 
because no guiding purpose directs 
its course. Tossed by every wind 
of passion, and a t the mercy of every 
wave of ad versify, only one end— 
t h a t of certain failure—awaits such 
a life. 
A purpose in life, however, is not 
enough in itself. I t must be pur-
sued with untiring energy. "Being 
a whole m a n t o o n e t h i n g a t a t ime," 
says Fowell Buxton, "is the secret 
of success." I t is will, force of pur-
pose, t h a t enable a man to do or t o 
be whatever he sets his mind on do-
ing or being. The great difference 
between men is not in genius, bu t 
in energy. Lives of great men and 
women war ran t the assertion t h a t 
nothing is impossible to one who is 
determined to succeed. No position 
is so lofty as to be unattainable, no 
obstacles are so high as to be insur-
mountable. Two college boys, 
some twenty years ago, were dis-
cussing future plans and prospects. 
One said t h a t he intended to t ry law 
awhile; and if he failed in tha t , he 
would go back t o teaching school. 
"Well," said the other, "when I 
graduate , I am going to s tudy law; 
and I am bound t o succeed in i t ." 
T h a t boy has twice been Governor 
of the Sta te of Ohio. So if you are 
bound to succeed nothing can pre-
vent you.—Golden Rule. 
We can not conquer fate and ne-
cessity, bu t we can yield t o them in 
such a way as to be greater t han if 
we could.—Hannah Moore. 
The serene, silent beauty of a holy 
life is the most powerful influence in 
the world, next t o the might of the 
Spirit of God.—Spurgeon. 
240 EiV^reGrEXMGAEx Y I S ! T 0 R . AUg.i,i89o. 
TRAIN THE CHILDREN. 
We believe in saving the children. 
Get them converted while young, 
before bad habi ts are formed, and 
before the world of secularity and 
frivolity has engrossed their at ten-
tion. Far better are the chances 
for faithful endurance t o the end in 
those who seek religion young. Mr. 
Spurgeon, the foremost preacher of 
England, says, "I have, during the 
pas t year, received forty or fifty 
children into church-membership, 
and among those I have had a t any 
time to exclude from church-fellow-
ship, out of twenty-seven hundred 
members, I have never had to ex-
clude a single one who was received 
while yet a child. Teachers .and 
superintendents should no t merely 
believe in the possibility of early 
conversion, but in the frequency of 
i t . " So likewise should parents. 
In those homes where the fathers 
and mothers are not only solicitous 
for the spiritual welfare of their chil-
dren, but also personally at tent ive 
t o this impor tan t matter , frankly 
and kindly counseling thel i t t leones 
to be every-day Christians, and set-
t ing them practical examples, will 
you find the most youthful followers 
of Christ, Prof. T. S. Doolittlesays, 
"By prayer and faith parents may 
achieve the wonderful blessing of 
having their children regenerated 
and endowed with a new heart 
along the earliest dawn of intelli-
gence, and this should be their ex-
alted aim. Jeremiah, John, and 
possibly Samuel, are all encourag-
ing instances." "We might ," says 
Mr. Moody, " t ra in thechildren t h a t 
they shall be converted so early 
they can't tell when they were con-
verted. I do not believe, as some 
people seem to think, t h a t they 
have t o wander off into sin first, so 
they may be brought back to Christ. 
Those who have been brought up in 
t h a t way from their earliest child-
hood do not have t o spend their 
whole life in forgetting some old 
habit . ' - This is t ru th , and most im-
po r t an t t ru th , too . The successful 
Christian workers of the future are 
to be men and women trained from 
childhood forefficiency intheservice 
of Jesus. The time will come when 
reformed drunkards and evangelized 
debauchees will no t be the most 
eagerly heard of all who plead for 
Christ. We are second to no one in 
respect for those who, even in life's 
last hour and after careers of sin, 
turn to seek the Savior. 1 Setter late 
than never. But for examples, com-
mend us to those who from child-
hood up have kept the command-
ments of God and the faith of the 
Savior. The greatest ministers of 
the world, men of the most endur-
ing usefulness, are from this class; 
men who had godly parents, and 
were trained in infancy t o fear God 
and work righteousness. John S. 
C. Abbott , after a careful investiga-
tion, once said t h a t out of one hun-
dred and twenty young men pre] tar-
ing for the ministry, over one hun-
dred of them had prayingmothers . 
P ray for your boys. Counsel them 
most spirtually while they are 
young. S ta r t them right, and when 
they have passed out of your hands, 
t rus t the Holy Spirit to keep them 
in the heavenward track.—Michigan 
Advocate. 
DANCING, 
One evening in a parlor a t a sum-
mer watering-place the young peo-
ple were dancing. One young lady 
was not taking any pa r t in the ex-
ercise. "Does not your daughter 
dance?" asked another lady of 
this young lady's mother. "No," 
was the reply. "Why how will she 
get on in the world? "I am not 
bringing her up for the world," was 
the quiet answer. Tha t young lady 
is now a woman, and the influence 
of her consecrated life is felt in many 
of the Christian interests of a great 
city. But for what are you bring-
ing up your daughters, dear moth-
ers of other young girls? Wha t aim 
liave you for them ? Areyou bring-
ing them up for the Lord, or for the 
world? What are your dreams and 
ambitions for them ? What do you 
want them to become? Do you 
want them to shine in society, t o 
"marry well," t o live in wealth? 
Is t h a t the vision t h a t fills your 
soul when you think of them ? Look 
on a, little further. Life is short . 
Suppose your dream is fulfilled—is 
it anything more than a dream? 
What lies beyond ? The curtain is 
drawn, and there is a hushed cham-
ber of death. What do you want 
for your child then ? The curtain is 
drawn again and eternity opens. 
Wha t would your fond affection 
choose for her then ? I t is better 
to think mat te rs of this kind 
throuy.ii t o the end.—Selected. 
OUR DEAD. 
BECHTEL—Died near South West, 
Elkhart CO., Indiana, -Tunc 10, 1890, Dan-
iel Bechtel, aged 68 years, 7 months and 
25 days. Funeral services were held at 
the Yellow Creek church at 10 o'clock A. 
M., June 18th, and the remains were in-
terred in the cemetery near there. The 
occasion was improved by Preachers M. 
Shirk and George Lambert, from Job xiv, 
14. Father Bechtel was afflicted for some 
time previous to his death and of late 
years he was much interested in his salva-
tion and we trust he attained that prom-
ised rest, but how dangerous it is to'put 
oft' our return to God until old age or sick-
ness overtakes us. He leaves a wife and 
several children to mourn their loss. 
LATJVER.-Died near Newport, Pa., 
June 23, 1890, Bro. Simeon Lauver, aged 
46 years, 5 months and 17 days. Funeral 
services were held Thursday, 26th, at his 
home. The occasion was improved from 
the Word of God, 1 Pet. i, 24, 25, to a large 
congregation, after which we proceeded to 
Oeker's graveyard in Fautz's Valley 
where the remains were buried. Bro. 
Lauver has been united witli the church 
for about twelve years and was called to 
the ministry about five years ago. lie 
possessed many Christian virtues. He 
was an earnest worker, always abounding 
in the work of the Master. It may bo said 
of him, he was a model Christian and we 
doubt not what is our loss is his eternal 
gain. Oh how hard it is to give up breth-
ren that are so useful in the church ; but 
God's ways are not our ways. Then it be-
comes us to say, thy will be done. He 
leaves a wife and five children and a large 
number of friends and relatives to mourn 
the loss of so worthy a brother. Services 
by the Brethren. John H. MYEKS. 
Shepherdstown. Pa. 
The Lord is merciful. 
